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Republic of the Philippines
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Cotabato City

THIRD LEGISLATIVE AGSEMBLY
{Fourth Regular Session )}

- 00 o -

Bogun and held in Cotabato City, on Tuesday, the
geventh day of April nineteen hundred and ninety seven.

[ MUSLIM MINDANAC AUTONOMY ACT 863

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN AQUATIC AND FISHERIES
CODE OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION TN MUSLIM
MINDARAO, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."™

Be it enacted by the Regional ILegisiative Assesbly

session assembled:

ARTICLE 1
TITLE AND COVERAGE

SECTION 1. Title. - This Act shall be known and
the “ARMM Aquatic and Fisgheries Code of 1989."

SEC. 2. Coversge. — The provizsions of thies Code shall

enforced in:

cited

twenty-

in

as

a. ARMM waters which shall extend to offshore
fishing grounds, up to and including all waters twenUy-—

two and one-half (22 1/2) kilometers from

its

coastline but inside the territorial waters of the
Philippines, regardless of depth, the seabed and the
subeoil that are included between two (Z) lines drawn
perpendicular to the general cosstline from poinls
where the boundary lines of the ARMM touch the sea at
low tide and a third line parallel to the general

coastline;

b. all fisheries and aguatic resources whether
inland, coastal or offshore including, but not limited

to, fishpondse and fish pens/cages; and
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c. all landas devoled Lo aguaculture or business
and activities rvelaling to fishery. whether private or
public lands.

ARTICLE i1
DECTARATTION OF POLICY AND OBJECTIVES

SEC. 3. Declaration of Policv. - Tt 18 hereby declared
¥y of the Autonomous Regton in Musilim Mindanao:

a. To achiceve food security as the overriding
congsidoration in  the management, development, and
utilization of fisherles and aguatic resources in
order Lo provide the food requirements of the people;

b. To limit access Lo the fisheries and aquatic
resources for the exclusive uBe ol Filipinos,
preferably the ATMM residents.

¢. To ensure the rational mansgement, sustainable
development:, and intenzified congservation of the
fishery and aguatic resources in ARMM Lo maintain sound
ecological balance of the environment:

d. To protect the rightls of [fisherifolk in
the preferential use of the municipal watera, which
shall be based on Maximum Sustainable Yield or Total
Allowahle Cateh on Lhe basiz of resources and
ceodogical conditions;

e. To provide suppurl Lo Lhe fishery sector,
primarily Lo the municipal fisherfolk, through
appropriate technology and rescearch, adequate financial
support, praoduction and macketing assistance. and other
BETVICes;

« 30 To muanage fishery and aquatic resources
convistent with the concept of an integrated coastal
area management in specific natural fisghery aress;
ancd

#. To grant the private sector the privilege to
utilize [isherics and aguatic resources under the basic
concept that the grantee., licensee or permiitee
thereof shall not only be a priviloged beneficiary but

Lhe
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also an active partner in the management.. development,
proteclion and disposition of fisheries and agqualic
rezcurceas.

SEC. 4. Objoectiven. — The ARMM ohall ensure Lhe attainment
of Lbe following objocbives:

I. Poverty alleviation aund the provision ol
pupplementary livelihood among municiprl fisherfolk:

Z2. Improvement of productivity of aguaculture  and
cveaweeds induslry wilhin ccologicnl Limibes;

3. Modersizabtion of Tichaery seclor by transforming
il from o  roesourcs--based Lo i technology-based
industry;

4. Fguitable acoess of small  fisherfolk to
asasets, resources, services and post-harvest
facilitics; and

5. Prismotion of people empowerment by establishing
mochanisms for Lhe porlicipnlion of people s
organizations, non government organizabions, andg
cooperatives in decision making:

ARTICLE 111
DEFINITION OF TERMS

SEC. 5. Delinition of Terms. - As used in thia Code, fthe
following terms arve hereby defined:

1. Ancillary Industries companies related to
Lhe supply, construction and maintenance of fishing
vepsels, gears, neltsg and other fishing paraphernaltas
fishery machine shops; and olher facilities such ase
hatcheries, nurseries, feed plantaz, cold
vlorage/refrigeralion, processing plonts and other pre-
harvest and post harveat facilities.

2. Appropriate Fishing Techoology - adaplLable
ftechmalogy, both tn fishtng and ancillary industries,
that is ceologically sound, jocally source-based and
labor intensive.
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3. Agquacullbure - fishery operations involving all
forms of raising and culturing fish and other fishery
apecies itn freah, brackish and marine water areas,

4. Aquabic Pollution - the introduction by human
or machine, directly or indirectly, of substances or
energy to the aguattic environment which ts l1kely to
result in such delclerious effects as to harm  living
and non living aguatic resocurces, pose potential and/or
real hazard to human health, hindrance Lo aquatic
activilies osuch as fishing and navigalion, including
dumping/digposal of waste and other marine litters,
discharge of petroleum or reaidusal products of
petroleum or carbonaceous mabterials/substances, and
other radicactive, noxicus or harmful liquid, gaseous

or solid substances, Deforestation, unsound
agriculture practices, and wetland conversion which
cAause similar deletertous aeffects ghall also

constitute aquatic pollution.

5. Aquatic Hesourcea - includes fish, othor
aguatic flora and fauna and other living resources of
the aquatic convircenment including, but net limited

to, Balt and corals.

6. ARMM is an acronvm for the Autonomous Hegion in
Muslim Mindanao.

7. NMrtificial Hects - any structure of nalural or
manmade materials placed on o body of water Lo serve
an shelter and habitat, source of food., breeding area
for fishery species amnd shoreline protection,

8. Catch Ceilings the annual catech limtte
allowed Lo be taken, gabhered or harvesbed from any
fishing area in consideration of the need to prevent
overfishing and harmful depletion of breeding stocks
of aquatic organisms.

8. C(Closed Geason - the periad during which the
taking of ospecified fishery spocies by a gspecified
fiahing gear is prohiblited in & specifled area or
areas.

10. Coastal Area/s7Zone - a band of dry land and
adjacent ocean space in which terrestrial processes and
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uses directly affect oceanic processes and uses, and
vice versa. lts geographic extent may include areas
within a landmark limit of one (1)} kilometer from the
shore—line at high tide to include mangrove Swamps,
brackish water ponds, nipa swamps. estuarine rivers,
sandy beaches and other areas within seaward limit of
200 meters isobar.

11. Commercial Fishing - the taking of fishery
species by passive or active gear for trade., business
or profit bevond subsistence or sports fishing, toe be
further classified as:

a. Small scale commercial fishing -
fishing with passive or active gear utilizing
fishing vessels of 3.1 gross tons (GT) up to
15 GF:

b. Medium scale commercial fishing -
fishing utilizing active gears and vessels of
15. 1 G up to 100 GT; and

c. Large scale commercial fishing —
fishing utilizing active gears and vegsels
of more than 100 GT.

12. Commercial Scale - scheme of producing minimum
harvest per hectare per year of mitkfish or other
species to be determined by the Regional Department in
consultation with concerned sectors.

13. Coral - the hard calcareous substance made up
of the skeleton of marine coelenterate polyps which
include reefs, shelves and atolls or any of the
marine coelenterate animals living in colonies where
their skeletons form a stony mass. They include:

{a) skeletons af | antho=zcan
coelenterates characterized as having a rigid
axis of compact calcareous or horny spicules,
belonging to the genus corallium represented
by red, pink, and white corals which are
considered precious;

{b) skeletons of anthozoan
coeclenterates characterized by thorny. horny
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axis such as the antipatharians represented
by black corals which are considered semi-
precious; and

{c) ordinary corals which are neither
precious nor semi-precious.

14. Coral Reef - a natural aggregation of coral
skeleton, with or without 1living coral rolypes.,
occurring in intertidal and subtidal marine waters.

15. Demarcated Areas - boundaries defined by
markers and assigned ex: aively to specific
individuals or organizations for certain specified and
limited uses such as:

a. Aguaculture, sea ranching and sea
farming;

b. Fish aggregating devices;

¢. Fixed and passive fishing gears; and

d. Fry and fingerlings gathering.

16. Electrofishing - the use of electricity
generated by batteries, generators and other source
of electric power to kill, disable or render
unconscious fishery species, whether or not the same
are subsequently recovered.

17. Endangered, Rare and/sor Threatened Species -
aquatic plants, animals, including some varieties of
corals and sea shells in danger of extinction as
provided for in existing fishery laws, rules and
regulations or in the protected areas of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources — ARMM and in
the Convention on International Trade of Endangered
Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES).

18. Fine Mesh Net - net with mesh size of less
than three centimeters (3 cm.) measured between two
{(2) opposite knots of a full mesh when stretched or as
otherwise determined by the appropriate government
agency.

189. Fish Cage - an enclosure which is either
stationary or floating made up of nets or screens sewn
or fastened together and installed in the water with







